FORDELL PRIMARY SCHOOL
Welcome to Fordell School. As a new parent, you will naturally want to know what goes on at school.
This booklet is designed to help you to get to know the school and its activities.
Fordell School

The quality of our school is the key to your child’s future.  What we do here is important.  We have a powerful influence on how your child will picture themselves as learners and achievers of the future.  We want our students to look back on their time at Fordell School and say that it prepared them well for the modern world.  At Fordell School we design challenges and pathways that make powerful learning, are meaningful and relevant.  Fordell School looks to the future by building on the best of the past and incorporating this with the knowledge of the present.  We also seek new ideas and carefully evaluate changes that will lead to a better tomorrow.

Preparing Children for the Future

Our programmes are built around the following understandings:

· We recognise that we live in a world of data and information and we provide the tools and understandings to use and work with data and information
· We recognize that what we imagine, feel and create, can contribute to our developing understanding of the world
· We develop the ability to use our knowledge, to act, to create, to invent but to do this within a moral sphere that will benefit and contribute to the growth of society
Developing the Potential of Individuals

We shall create an environment which empowers every person involved in school to develop their learning by:

· Recognizing individual needs and developing strengths
· Developing opportunities and encouragement so that children may discover, and believe in themselves as worthwhile and valued individuals

· Acknowledging and celebrating differences

· Instilling respect for the rights and values of all peoples and cultures

· Acknowledging a variety of experiences

· Valuing group cooperation, collaboration, problem solving and participation

· Ensuring that by the time students leave Fordell School they have competence in literacy and numeracy

· Modeling and implanting healthy practices and developing programmes to expand bodily awareness, psycho-motor abilities and positive attitudes towards sport

Recognising the Strength of the Community
We are a learning community of parents, children, teachers, and others.  A community that:

· Recognizes and solves problems together

· Works together through cooperation, collaboration, support and celebration

· Learns from experts, from each other and learns together

· Creates and invents

Learning from the Past

We are proud of our heritage and recognize:

· Traditions and beliefs that have become part of our school community

· Achievements of our past students

· Encouraging a sense of craftsmanship and pride, whatever the task

· Our family, encompassing children, teachers, and parents of today, yesterday and those who will come tomorrow

· That knowledge and skills in basic communication and numeracy are important if people are to be effective in the modern world
Our vision is: “To empower students to develop the confidence and enthusiasm within the larger community to become lifelong learners with high expectations of themselves.”




FORDELL SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT:
“To provide a quality education that develops confident children.”

Core Values: confidence, respect, courage, commitment, compassion, pride, accountability and responsibility.
BRIEF HISTORY
The history of our school is interwoven with the history of the Fordell district.

The Fordell or Warrengate School as it was then called, was built early in 1883 as a single classroom, and was opened on 30 April of that year. A second classroom was added in 1892, and in 1895 a residence was built for the Head teacher. This was in use for some 86 years until the new residence was completed in 1981. Mr. Shafto Harrison originally owned the Warrengate Estate. When No.2 Line was formed, the road cut through a small part of his estate. He cut this block into 58 township sections which were offered for sale. They were quickly bought up and the settlement was first known as Warrengate. When the railway went through, the station took the name of a neighbouring farm, Fordell. 
The opening of the Public Works camp in 1937, when the Fordell tunnel and deviation were being constructed, was resulting in an increase in the school roll. Two additional classrooms were built. Once the Public Swimming Baths were opened in 1938, the school stopped using the pond in Sutherland’s metal pit. The Public Works camp closed in 1941 and the school reverted to two teacher status. One classroom was removed while the other was used as a utility room. In 1947 a dental clinic was built in the school grounds, originally serving children from Matarawa and Kauangaroa as well as local pupils. 

Fordell School is situated some 15 kilometers east of Wanganui in the village of Fordell. Once important for its railway connections, Fordell is now known for its weekly stock sale. 

We are a full primary school of 40-50 children with 3.5 teachers, a teacher’s aide, and a school secretary. 

One quarter of our children live in the village. About one third live on farms, and as rural dwellers nearby, and some come from town - Wanganui. Just over half our students come to school by bus.

The school community is very supportive of the school, with parents and care givers turning out in large numbers to school functions, working bees and sports meetings. Teams for Saturday sports are coached and managed by groups of parents.

The school is well provided with educational resources, a library, and an extensive range of ICT equipment. The school is constantly updating, extending and widening the range of opportunities available to the children to meet 21st century learning.
The fundraising committee is proactive and supportive, providing funds for the purchase of equipment outside the range of our budget.
A major planting project has been undertaken with the establishment of a native shrubbery along the eastern boundary of the school and fruit trees have been planted for harvesting in a few years time.
The local community includes a hall, 1 kilometer from the school, which is used by the school, and a swimming pool, 0.7km distance, which is used intensively during summer months for the swimming programmes.

Fordell Pre-school is adjacent to the school, and the school and pre-school work together to ensure smooth transition into school.
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The Board of Trustees is elected by parents and guardians of children attending the school. The Board’s role is to govern the school.

BOT meetings are usually held in the Library twice a term commencing 7.00 pm. Parents and caregivers are welcome to attend. 
P.T.A. / Fundraising - SCHOOL SUPPORT GROUP

The PTA was formed to:

· Foster and encourage close co-operation between parent / caregivers, the Principal, staff and pupils to achieve better liaison between the home and school.

· Provide a means whereby parents and the wider community can be kept informed of the school’s objectives and education in general. To also keep the school informed of parents and community’s expectations and aspirations.

· Work together with the Board of Trustees and staff in the best interests of the children.

· Bring parents and staff together in social activities.

· Assist fundraising for improved facilities and opportunities for the school community.

For enquiries, please contact Juanita Forlong on 3427743.
SPORTING AND CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES
The Fordell School Charter highlights the need for pupil contact with neighbouring schools.  This is achieved through sporting and cultural activities involving as many as 14 schools in the Wanganui East Rural Schools Group. This includes opportunities for the children to participate in: swimming events, Kiwi Sports, athletics, cross country running, various traditional team sports, speech making, science fairs and the Mathex competition. 

SCHOOL HOURS
9.00am



Morning school begins
11.00 – 11.20am

Morning break
1.00 – 2.00pm


Lunch
2.00pm


Afternoon school begins
3.00pm


Afternoon school ends
School Office Hours

8.45am- 11.30pm daily
Teachers can be contacted before 9am or from 3.15- 4.30pm.





CLASSES
Our teachers are the ones who inspire learning and bring out the talents in every child.  They create opportunities that challenge, sets in place curiosity, skills and understandings that build life long learners. 

ENROLMENTS

Fordell School has many wonderful features, and we welcome the opportunity to share them with you.  It is important to us that you and your child feel comfortable and part of our school.  It is our commitment to offer you time and information to enable you to make a quality decision regarding the future education of your child:

· You are welcome to come and visit the school at anytime

· Ask questions and walk around the school to observe classes in action

If you child is nearly five and starting school:

· Arrange classroom visits to ease your child into school

· We need to see your child’s birth certificate or passport for enrolment

· We need a copy of your child’s immunisation records

· A pre-enrolment policy for the safety of your child while on school visits is required to be signed by parents; please fill in the attached form and return to school

· Complete a Health Form providing details of any health problems or medication that your child requires

· Complete an Internet Safety Agreement

· Complete a Contact Details Form providing alternative contact details and phone numbers which can be used in the advent of an emergency, if you cannot be reached

School Rules
We teach skills in group dynamics, collaboration, problem solving and awareness of one’s self.  We encourage tolerance and respect towards others.  We expect all people in our school to act with:

· Respect and pride
· Responsibility for their actions

· Reliability

Some specific rules:

· Children need permission from a teacher to leave the school grounds

· We encourage healthy eating

· foul language, name calling, disrespect and other bullying behaviour will not be tolerated
SCHOOL CURRICULUM:

Our school’s focus is on providing programmes that challenge and extend our students learning.  Literacy and Numeracy are a priority in all classes of the school. The morning sessions focus on these key learning areas of reading, writing and mathematics.  Developing information literacy (the ability to access, process and record information from a variety of sources) and ICT skills are also an integral part of the school programme. Health and fitness skills are taught regularly, with children having opportunities to participate in a wide range of sports.  The teaching and learning in our classrooms flow from our school’s vision and the implementation of our inquiry learning practices of developing knowledge, using it and shaping future ideas or actions.
The school identifies children with individual strengths and talents. The school endeavors to provide opportunity for these to be further extended.
A music teacher is available to provide tuition in guitar and keyboard.

Opportunities for children to be involved in drama, and art workshops are provided wherever possible. 
The school has a trained Reading Recovery teacher to work with children who are experiencing reading and writing difficulties. This is an excellent early intervention programme.
SCHOOL ACTIVITY FEE
This ensures our school finances are being used to their best advantage and that costs to all are fair and equitable.  It allows parents to budget for expenses and reduces the administration time involved organizing school trips.

An activity fee of $20.00 per child per term, or $80.00 per child per year will be charged.
The Activity Fee will cover cultural and school outings.  This applies to school visits to performances at other schools or the local hall, performers at school, and educational visits to the museum, art gallery and other places of interest. This fee includes the activity costs and the transport costs. Photocopying is also covered with this fee.
TECHNOLOGY FEES: YEAR 7/8 STUDENTS
The Year 7 and 8 students attend Technicraft at Gonville School each Tuesday in Terms 2 and 4. Pupils leave Fordell before 10.00am and return by 2.30pm. Shoes must be worn at woodwork, and long hair must be tied back. An apron is required for manual subjects.   The school is responsible for tuition fees. All material fees are to be paid by parents concerned. ($30 per year.) 
SCHOOL CAMPS
The school encourages and plans regular EOTC experiences. For the senior class, this includes an annual camp. Parents will be expected to contribute fully to the costs of travel and camp fees, relating to food, shelter and leisure activities. Camp contributions must be paid fully at least 3 weeks before the commencement of camp.

SCHOOL STATIONERY
Supplies of all items of school stationery are kept at school. We are able to provide stationery conveniently and at competitive prices. As well as initial orders at the beginning of the year, children can be supplied as needs arise. Parents will be billed once a term or as their account approaches $5.00. No further stationery will be issued to families with outstanding accounts. Outstanding accounts can be defined as those not being paid by the end of the term.

PARENT CONTACT WITH THE SCHOOL
We are pleased to have parents, caregivers and grandparents actively involved in the school. At enrolment, parents will be asked about ways in which they might like to contribute to the life of the school. We welcome parents who are able to become involved as parent helpers, librarians, or assist with school lunches. Parents are also involved assisting with clubs in the winter term.
Parents are always welcome at the various inter-school fixtures. Both children and teachers delight in the support and interest shown by parents on these occasions.


COMPLAINTS

It is vital that problems or concerns are sorted out as early as possible. If parents have any concerns or complaints regarding any school matter, they should contact their class teacher first and arrange to meet. If the outcome is not resolved, parents may then make an appointment with the Principal. It is part of the Principal’s role to deal with matters of this kind and the maximum co-operation will result if parents work through the right channels.
If this consultation does not prove successful, parents can then put their concerns in writing to the Chairman of the Board.


SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Once enrolled, children are required to attend school daily. Between the hours of 9 am to 3 pm, the school is legally responsible for your child’s supervision. If for any reason you need to take your child out of school for an appointment, the school MUST be informed. Please notify the school by telephone by 9.15am if your child is absent. Absence due to sickness, dental or medical treatment should be accounted for by a note upon the child’s return to school.

HOMEWORK
Although homework is not compulsory, many teachers and parents see benefits from regular homework through the development of self discipline, the opportunity for families to share in their children’s schooling and reinforcement of work covered at school.

Homework requirements are as follows:

Year 0-2: this may involve 5 - 10 minutes on a home reader.

Year 3-5: 15 - 30 minutes might be spent reading, rote learning tables and spelling, working towards completion of a longer term project etc.

Year 6-8: Senior pupils are asked to spend 30 minutes on tasks that will generally involve the application of skills and processes dealt with at school. For instance, a research project that might require methodical planning and work over a period of several weeks.

Parents are asked to supervise homework and ensure the work is of an acceptable standard. It is very helpful to staff if parents sign their child’s homework or their reading notebook.  Please contact the classroom teacher if you have any concerns or queries.
SCHOOL LIBRARY

The school is developing into a referencing centre. All classes are timetabled to visit the library at least once a week. The library is also open to children during lunchtime.

The Public Library in Wanganui offers excellent facilities to those who become members. The mobile library bus calls at 10 am on alternate Mondays and is available to pupils who are members of the library.

MONEY AT SCHOOL
When money is sent to school for whatever purpose, please ensure it is safely sealed inside a named envelope.

NEWSLETTERS
Information to parents is sent out via the school newsletter once a fortnight. Please ring the school if you are not receiving your newsletter. Class newsletters are sent home once a term. Details of other events will be sent out as required. 

A community newsletter is sent out from the school about the 25th of the month. This newsletter should be seen as a community resource. We are happy to publish reports, notices, advertisements, as long as they are received by the 20th of the month. The community newsletter goes to about 200 households in the district.

REPORTING TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS
The school policy is to arrange Parent-Teacher interviews in March and July. These interviews are invaluable and contribute to a greater understanding of your child. At the end of each year, a written report on each child is sent home to all parents. Parents are welcome to discuss the progress of their children at any time by making an appointment with the teacher concerned.

SCHOOL TELEPHONE

Parents are welcome to phone the school to get an urgent message to their children. Such messages will be passed on. 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION
Religious instruction has, in the past, been taken on a weekly basis for half an hour, depending on the availability of approved instructors. Parents who do not wish their children to participate may opt out by writing to the Principal.

SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES
School assemblies are held each Friday. This is a chance for students to celebrate and share the work they have been doing. Parents are welcome to attend these assemblies which are held from 2.30pm in Room 3.
SPORT, PHYSICAL EDUCATION, SWIMMING
These are an essential part of the school curriculum. Children are expected to participate. If a medical condition exists which precludes participation on either a long term or temporary basis, a note is required and a medical certificate may be appropriate in some cases. Swimming togs are required each day during the swimming season. The children will not be taken swimming if the weather is not suitable.

SATURDAY SPORT
The school is happy to organise teams and enter them for Saturday sports, but parents are responsible for transporting and supervising teams. Major uniform items such as netball skirts are provided by the school, as are the various bats, balls etc. Parents are expected to supply tee shirts, socks, shorts etc.  All fees for Saturday sports teams are to be paid by parents. 
SCHOOL BUS

The school rules also apply to the bus. A child left unattended at a school bus stop is NOT the school’s responsibility. Please ensure that you are there in time to collect your child off the bus.
Transit operates the school transport contract. There are two runs - the first to Ohaumoko Road and the second along No. 2 Line as far as Tripe’s. Courtesy rides are available to those children who are not otherwise eligible in terms of the regulations.  Because of the length of the run, it is helpful if you can inform another family if your child will not be catching the bus on a particular morning. We also require that parents inform the school if their child is not on the afternoon bus.

TRANSPORT
Most of our contacts with other schools involve travel and while the bus will be used when numbers warrant it, parents will be asked from time to time to assist in providing transport. The school is fortunate to be able to call upon parents to assist with transport.
CYCLE HELMETS

The school has a responsibility to uphold the law regarding the wearing of cycle helmets. As from 1st January 1994 the wearing of cycle helmets when riding cycles is considered a priority within the school’s health programmes.

Students are expected to walk their bikes when in the school grounds.

The school regularly participates in Cycle Safety courses run by the Police Education Officer.

BOOK CLUB
Usually twice a term children are able to purchase paper back books through the Book Club.
Lucky Books


6 - 8 years.

Arrow Books


9 - 11 years

Star Books 


12 years plus.

Brochures are sent home as they arrive.

CLOTHING AND PERSONAL EFFECTS

All clothing and personal effects MUST be clearly and permanently marked with your child’s name.  A bin is kept in the Room 3 cloakroom for items picked up during the day. These clothes are available for inspection by the children at all times. After assembly each Friday, the clothing is laid out and the children are taken past to reclaim lost items. Parents are invited to inspect the bin whenever they are at school.

All jewellery should be removed prior to playing sport.



Fordell Sports Uniform: The school also owns a set of sports uniforms which are lent to children participating in school events. These need to be washed and returned as soon as possible after competing.
Sunhats: All children are required to wear a sunhat outside during Terms 1 and 4. This is part of the Sun Smart policy. Ideally all students and teachers should wear a wide brim hat which provides maximum sun protection.
CLUBS

During the winter term, we endeavor to offer our students an elective clubs programme for one hour per week. The range of activities offered is dependent only on the availability of parents who can take a club. A request is sent out in June, and the programme is built around the responses made by parents, supplemented by the school staff. We try to aim the clubs at educational activities not generally included in the school programme.

PHOTOCOPYING AND LAMINATING
The school owns a photocopier which is capable of enlarging and reducing the original copy. A same day service is available for small runs, although more time may be required for large runs. Cost 20c per copy. 
The laminator can laminate up to A3 size.

Costs are A3:$3.50; A4:$1.95; Smaller: $1.00. Laminating is an excellent way to preserve those special certificates, photos, etc.

PET DAY

Like most rural schools, we hold a Pet Day in October or November. As well as lambs and calves, children bring other pets along. Work completed at school during the year is entered in various sections, - painting, handwriting, crafts etc. There are sections for cooking, floral arrangement and collections, which will be undertaken at home. To this end, a schedule is usually sent home in September so that home crafts can be worked on in the holidays.  A Fordell Young Farmer Competition is held on Pet Day and all students have the chance to demonstrate their farming skills and knowledge.
Although certificates and ribbons are awarded, Pet Day is an opportunity for children to show and display their work. The work completed at school and at home should be the children’s work.

Pet Day at Fordell School is a fun day, where effort and talent are recognised, but without competitive hype.
HEALTH AND WELLBEING
· DENTAL THERAPIST
Our therapist is based at Aranui School Clinic, but attends Fordell for several weeks each year. Should your child require dental treatment in the period between visits, phone Fordell School to ascertain the whereabouts of the therapist

· HEALTH CHECKS
At various stages through a pupil’s life at school, checks are made on eyesight, hearing and general health. If you are concerned about any aspect of your child’s health, an appointment can be made to see the Public Health Nurse who calls at the school regularly. The school is vitally interested in the health of the children, as poor health can have a serious effect on the child’s progress.

· PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE
Our School Health Nurse calls at the school regularly. She is available to both parents and students for consultation. If you need to contact our Health Nurse, contact Good Health Wanganui, Public Health Centre.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES
· PLAY GROUP - A play group meets at the Pre-School next to the school on Wednesday mornings at 9am to 11am. The group is organised and run by the parents of pre-schoolers. There is no lower age limit. This helps local children to make an easy transition to pre – school and on to school life as well as providing an opportunity for parents to meet together on a regular basis.
· FORDELL PRE-SCHOOL - The Pre-School operates for 2 to 6 year olds next to the school. Four sessions are held: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday mornings from 8.45 am to 3.00 pm.  The Pre-School is similar to a kindergarten where children are left for the morning. (Parent help is welcome but not compulsory.)  A qualified supervisor and an assistant run these sessions.  Enquiries please phone 3427-878.
· SWIMMING POOL - The pool is owned and operated by the community. Access to the pool is by a key system. Keys for the season can be purchased from committee members.

· FORDELL HALL - The hall is operated by a local committee. Bookings for the hall can be made through the Secretary, Mrs. Janet Wakeling 3427551.

· LIBRARY BUS -The Library van parks outside the school every alternate Monday from 10 - 11 am. Although the visit is aimed at the community at large, children who are members are also able to use the valuable resource.






